POLICY ON SIDELINE BEHAVIOR AND GONDUCT DURING A MATGH

All participants in matches sanctioned by Eastern Pennsylvania Youth Soccer, regardless of age or
competition level, must adhere to the bylaws, policies, and codes of conduct of Eastern
Pennsylvania Youth Soccer. Additionally, participants must follow the policies of FIFA, US Soccer,
US Youth Soccer, and the specific rules of any sanctioned competition. Players, coaches,
referees, and spectators are held to the same standards of conduct.

Promoting Sportsmanship

Leagues, clubs, teams, and spectators are expected to exemplify sportsmanship and fair play. Clubs
are responsible for the behavior of their members and spectators, ensuring that players can enjoy a
safe and supportive environment. The head coach is directly accountable for the conduct of the team
and its supporters.

Team and Spectator Areas

Only rostered players, coaches, and administrators with the necessary clearances are allowed in
the team’s technical area (bench). Spectator areas must remain separate from the bench. Member
leagues may impose additional rules regarding the placement of teams and spectators.

Referee Authority and Discipline

Referees have full control of the match and can issue warnings, yellow cards, or red cards for
inappropriate conduct by players or coaches. If spectators display inappropriate behavior, such as
foul language or disruptions, the referee will pause the match and inform the head coach to
address the issue. Referees do not interact directly with spectators. Continued misconduct may
result in disciplinary actions against the coach, including yellow or red cards, or the match being
terminated if no additional rostered staff is available.

Behavior Beyond the Match

Misconduct can occur at any time—before, during, halftime, or after a match. Referees retain
authority throughout these periods, and all participants must respect the referee’s personal
space.

Reporting and Disciplinary Actions
Referees will document incidents of misconduct in their match report and submit it to the league or
competition director. Cases of referee abuse or assault will be reported directly to the State

Association for a disciplinary hearing. Consequences for sideline behavior may extend beyond
individuals and affect their club.



