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The popularitY of recreational
soccer among Anrerica's Youth is
undeniable as hr.rndreds of

Yet, in qddition to the
cotnmonly knoun
potential dangus
inoolving physical

contact during PlaY,
ffiany patents and

participants rcmain
uflau)ore of the

potortial srious, and
soffiethnes fatal

injuies that can be
caused by imProPetlY

anchoted goals.

thor:sands participate in organized
play orery year. The public percrytion" .
especially among Parents is that
soccer is generally safer for their
ctfldren than other physical contact
sports- This perception is supported
by statistics offeredby experts who
estimate Olat serious soccer related
injuries oco:r only one-fifthto one-
half as often as comparable fooball
related inir:ries- Ye! in addition to
the commonly krown Potenfial
dangers involving physical 66ntact
during play, manY Parenb and
participants remain unaware of the
potential seriou6, and sometimes
fatal rniuries that canbe carrsedby
improperty anchored goals. These

injrrries are usually a result of blunt publication provides desigr gtudo

f#e Eauma to the head or other lines for movable soccer goals' and

body part, and most are caused by addresses the salety precautions that

improperly fastened goats being should be taken by soccer game

*ipp"i o"i, by eittrer someone organizers to andro4 secure' and

."*t"rrty lifting the back or hanging countsr-weight movable soccer goals

from the front of the goal, or by a to Prevent them from tipping over'

strong gust of wind blowing the Other public and private organiza-

goal over. tiorts, including the coalition to
" 

According to a United States Promote Soccer Goal Safety and the

Consumer Itoduct Saftty Commission

'_H:*il':ffi'ff:ffiL.* unf2rtrna!/y,.
1979 and,lgg4catrsedbyfalling notulithstaniling the
socrrrgoalssirneurerispublicatioo ptfuIication of-the -
additional deattrs caused by falting Safety StAndardS And
goals havebeen doctrmented, and
hnndredsofinjwiescausedby 

thi groutingnumber of

falting goalshavebeen beated in rep2rted iniuries

u.s.hospitalemeqsencyrooms. "":ff:::;"flffrff*r,

The remarkabty high olter onto soccet-nimber 
of accideits partigip?nts' this

iiaotoing iipping gonls unanticipated anil rare,- 
fro*ft"i it , U-. S. but sometimes fatal
Consumer Ptoduct tragedy cot'tinues

to occut.Safety Dittision to
pubtish its gi4elines.

'or Moaable Soteet
in lanuary

of 7s95,

The remarkablY highnumber of
accidents involving tipping goals
promptedthe U- S- ConsumerProduct
Safety Dvision to Publish its
Guidelines for Mnwble Soccer C,osI
Sdfet1 nfanuarY of 1995' The

National Collegiate Atrletic Associa-
tion have adopted tre United States
Cqrsumer Product SafetY Comrnis'
sion's guidelines, or Prcmulgated
rules of their own to Protect strcer
participants from injuries resulting
from movable goals- Unfortrrnate$
notwithstanding the publication of
the safety standards and the growing
nusrber of reported inir:ries resulting
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from un-anchored or imProPerlY
fastsrd goals tipping over urto soccer
participants, [ris unanticipated and
rale, but sometimes fatal uagedY
continues to occur. These tlPes of
injuries havebeen the basis of many
personal iniury claims a1d lawsui8

throughout the counhy. To prevent
miunes and limit exPoBure to liability,
goal safety standards should be
irrplemented by soccer garne suPer'
visors, liability releases containing
indemnity agreements should be
signed by eadr participant's parent
or guardian aclcrowledging ttre risk
as a condition of participatio+ and
soccer game organizers slrould rnake

efforts to stnrcture thei: affairs in a
marmetwhicl maY entitle them to
statutory or other iaununity for
rnjuries soccer participants receive
while on the organizer's ProPertY'

Fint, the most effective method of
avoiding uqury to soccer participans
and the corrsequential exPoswe to
liabilitv onbehalJ of soccer organiza-
6ons and their instuers resulting ftom
falling Boals is to srsure thatatl coadns,
bainers, rcferees, supernisors and
participants are aware of, and followflirr1l' 

:1.
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will allow vohu$eer workers or con-
tactors to provide coadring, taining
and referee services. It should be
noted that the fact that these individ-
uals are not actual employees of the
insr:red does not necessarily Prevent
their negligence flom being imputed

A seconil step
the insurer tnaV

zuish to take is to
determine whether

parental utakters ate
enforceable in the

in sure il's j uis di cti on.

to the insumd organization for liability
purpo6€s. Tt€ fo'sued mr.st apprise
theseindividuals of, and and require
them to follow the safety policies.

Asecond step the irur:rer may
wish to take is to determinewhether
parental waivers are enfor,ceable in
the iruured's jurisdiction. The states
are ourently dirnded on this issue;
howeveq, in those iurisdictioru which
enforce such waivers, the insuret
may require tre irsured to condition
youth participation in the soccer
organization upon tre production of
a waiver of liability and indemniry
agr€emmt signed by the participant's
parent or guardian releasing the
organization and all of ib agurb and
employees from liabiliry for inir:ry to
the participant. Along similar lines,
the variorrs jrrrisdictions' application
of the "assrrrrption of risk" defense
where the plaintiffis a minor differ;

howeveq, in states that allow
defendanb to avoid liability on
this defense, a signed waiver
acknowledging the potentid nsk of
iniury car:sed by a falling goal may
be nseftrl at trial to show bat thP
soccer organization exercised ib duty
of care, and disclosed to dre pl"intitr
and her parenb this krown potential
risk of injury: r\s a general rule, courb

,,,courts wiII not
enforce a u)ciaer uhete
eoidmce shows a defor
dant acted with "gross

negligmce," atrd the"assumption of isk"
defense ftray be unaoail-
able rf the socctr orgati-
zatiott shirks its drfty to

goaide safe goals.

will not enlorce a waiver where
evidence shows a defendant acted
with "gross negligerrce," and the
"assumption of risk" defense nray be
unavailable if fie soccer organization
shirks its duty to provide safe goals.
Therefore, ii is imperative that soccer
organizatiors exercise due care by
imptementing safety standarrds to
prevent goals from fallingin order to
poctwe thesrselves to seek enforce
ment of parcntal waiven in drose rare
cases where goalpost injuries occr.u.

Athid step irsrrrers maywish to
take is to inquire as to whether the
iruisdiction in which thefu insued is

(COMI 'tlED ̂ IPAGE16)
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published safety guidelines. By taking
a more active role when negotiating
and iszuing liability coverago tre
irurrrance indusEy can both influence
ib insueds to create a safer environ-
ment for soccer participants, and
Iimit its potential expoflue to liability
for accidents involving un-androred
or impropedy secrued goals acciden-
tally hpping over and rniurmg soccer
participants. When issuing a general

When issuing a generul
liability policy to a

youth soccer orgflniza-
tion, the insuter tnay

wish to take ftteasures
to obtain assurances

that all personnel
uhose negligence could
nfuject the insured to
Ii ability ackn o utl e dge
receipt of, and agree to
follout the gidelines

published bV the United
States Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission.

liability potcF to a youth soccer
organization, the irsurer may wish
to take measures to obtain
assurances that all personnel whose
negligence could subject the irsured
to tiability acknowledge receipt of,
and agree to follow ttre guidelines
pubtished by the Unjted States Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission
Often timc, he irurued organDation
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located provides immrrnity for
iniruies occturing on recreational
propeEty. In many states, including
Geoqgia, property owners and
occtrpiers may be a-fforded iffNmity
from premises liability lawsuits
where the prmrises are provided for
use to the public for recreational
purposes. The landowner/occupier
is tlpically required to meet certain

criteria in order to obtain immunity,
which criteria is r.rsually set forlh in
the stahrte- This issue should be
brought to the attention of the soccer
organization in order ftat it rnaY
structue it a.ffairs, including its
allocation of fees, and the language
it approves of and uses in lease
agreem€nts pertaining to field space
to take advantage of anY available

stahrtory immmity agairut personal
injury clairns-

In conclusion, wherr iss"ing
tiability policies for youth soccer
organizatons, a nrinimal effort on
behalf of insr:rers may irfluence the
conduct of their insureds to prevent
devastating injuries and reduce
exposur€ to significant liability. I
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